THE CULT OF THE DOUBLE BED
husband, was probably typical of thousands Moreover, the Lord, still brooding upon the peccadillo of the first woman, was inclined to claim as His due a certain amount of suffering from all the succeeding ones When anaesthetics first came in, there were many husbands, and even some doctors, who were as much scandalized at the idea of mitigating the agonies of childbed, as a Carthaginian priest might have been at that of painting the hands of Moloch instead of red-heating them for the reception of infants And however romantically chivalrous a husband might be in other ways, he was the most austere taskmaster in exacting the punctual succession of children that so often overtaxed lus wife's strength, and brought on premature age, or death
But there is no reason to believe that there was any general desire on the part of women to shirk this essential of what was then conceived to be their duty The Queen herself set the example, and there is something heroic in her submitting, amidst all the cares of state, to be the bearer of nine children If it was improper to talk about these obligations of marriage, it would have been grossly improper to default from them, and the woman who attempted to do so would certainly have got short shriftfromher sex
But if there was austerity in the Victorian conception of the marriage bond, there was a deep and compensating tenderness Never was there a time, in European history, when married love was held in such honour, or when it was the theme of such lofty idealism Mixed with this idealism there was naturally a great deal of bathos and not unpleasing sentiment of the Darby and Joan order, as in the following verse, from an old FamJy Economist
" Though morning's early splendour
May rapture s tht-iU impart, The vesper hour, mote tender, <lee|>er m the heart.